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The Law and Society Journal at the University of  California, Santa Barbara (ISSN: 15448746), 
is published annually by undergraduate students at UCSB under the leadership of  
Law & Society Program faculty.  The Law & Society Program is an interdisciplinary 
major that draws faculty from the humanities and social sciences; it utilizes both a 
theoretical and empirical approach to the understanding of  law, with courses ranging 
from alternative dispute resolution to human rights. The Program is designed to explore 
topics relevant to current issues facing the community, the nation and the world. 
The Law and Society Journal at UCSB aims to be an interdisciplinary endeavor, seeking 
creative and original submissions from undergraduates of  all majors and disciplines 
in order to gain a more comprehensive outlook on contemporary law in action within 
our society. The Law and Society Journal at UCSB is an undergraduate, peer-reviewed 
journal highlighting outstanding undergraduate scholarship that increases the body 
of  knowledge in this fi eld.

Selection Criteria
The Law and Society Journal at the University of  California, Santa Barbara, carefully considers 
all submissions of  undergraduate scholarship received.  Submissions are reviewed 
and considered anonymously, without regard to the author’s name, major, political 
affi liation, race, color, national origin, religion, sex, physical abilities, age, ancestry, 
marital status, sexual orientation, prior publications, or pending publication offers. 
Works can be submitted no later than one school calendar year from the author’s 
commencement from UCSB.  Publication in the Law and Society Journal at UCSB does 
not prohibit authors’ submission to concurrent or future publication in other journals 
or publications, nor are previously published works in other journals or publications 
ineligible for publication in the Law and Society Journal at UCSB, permitting the prior 
publication allows. 

Editorial Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in the material published in the Law and Society Journal at the 
University of  California, Santa Barbara, are those of  the authors and do not in any manner 
refl ect, nor are they intended to refl ect, the opinions of  other students at the University 
of  California, Santa Barbara, the Journal’s founders, editors, sponsors, UCSB faculty, 
staff, administration, or the Regents of  the University of  California. The Law and 
Society Journal at UCSB disclaims responsibility and liability for any statements of  fact 
or opinion made by contributors. While some of  the information in this publication 
pertains to legal issues, it is not legal advice.  Moreover, due to the rapidly changing 
nature of  law, and our reliance on information provided by outside sources, we make 
no warranty or guarantee concerning the completeness, accuracy, or reliability of  the 
content. Furthermore, the materials printed on these pages by the Law and Society 
Journal at UCSB may be used solely for your own personal use, purposes of  research or 
private study, criticism or review, only as permitted under the Copyright, Designs, and 
Patents Act, 1988.  This publication may only be reproduced, stored, or transmitted, 
in any form or by any means, with the prior expressed written permission from the 
Law and Society Journal at UCSB.

POLICIES 
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Contributors 

John McDonough graduated from UCSB in 2005 and has since attended 
the International Institute for the Sociology of  Law in Onati, Spain. 
Currently, he is fi nishing his thesis for a Masters from that program. As 
John’s interests lie in Criminology and International Law, his thesis will 
discuss the United States’ relationship with the International Criminal 
Court. When he is not daydreaming about how much he misses Santa 
Barbara, John can be found reading, spending time with his family, and 
writing in a non-academic fashion.

Ashley Doty is a fourth year triple major studying Law & Society, 
Psychology, and French. She currently serves as the Administrative Vice 
President of  the UCSB Residence Halls Association and works part time 
at the Law Offi ces of  Robert B. Locke. Ashley’s legal interests are split 
between social justice and the confl ict between copyright protections 
and the First Amendment. Starting this August, she will be attending the 
Boalt Hall School of  Law at the University of  California, Berkeley.

Stephanie Smeekens is a third year at UCSB majoring in Law & Society. 
This past fall, she traveled abroad to the Netherlands where she studied 
international law at Leiden University. During winter quarter, Stephanie 
participated in the UCDC and interned at the Offi ce of  the Attorney 
General for the District of  Columbia. After she graduates next year, 
she plans on attending law school.

Juliya Shapiro is a fourth year Law & Society major from Los Angeles, 
California. In her free time, Juliya enjoys working with children and 
spending time with her family and friends. Juliya plans on attending 
law school in California this year and has a particular interest in public 
interest law. Juliya would like to offer her utmost gratitude to SpearIt 
Maldonado for his mentorship on this research. This paper could 
not have been completed without SpearIt’s constant guidance and 
support.

Brendan Hamme is a senior Law & Society major and co-chair of  
NORML at UCSB. As a medical marijuana patient, Brendan knows 
all too well the folly of  the war on drugs. After attending law school, 
he plans to work as an attorney, defending our civil liberties from 
government tyranny.  
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Amara Allenstein is a third year Law & Society and Women’s Studies 
major at UCSB. She is highly involved with the activist community, 
working with groups ranging from Planned Parenthood, the Legal 
Aid Foundation of  Santa Barbara County, The Santa Barbara Student 
Housing Co-op, and her most recent project, the Isla Vista Community 
Free Skool. Amara plans to study abroad in Chile and then in Washington 
D.C. to complete her Senior Honors Thesis. She hopes to fi nish her 
novel before attending law school.

Kristina Eastham is a third year Political Science major. This essay 
originated in the study of  U.S.-Mexico relations in the Spring of  2005. 
She is a member of  the Burning Skirts, the UCSB Women’s Ultimate 
Frisbee team. Her interest is in environmental politics, which she hopes 
to study further in graduate school.  
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Santa Barbara County Bar Foundation

Paper Prize Awards 

The Santa Barbara County Bar Foundation sponsors the Journal’s an-
nual paper prize competition. Every submission to the Journal is eli-
gible for the paper prizes; fi rst prize receives $500, second prize $200, 
and third prize $100. After the submissions are chosen for publication, 
the Editorial Board selects paper prize award winners that exemplify 
outstanding undergraduate scholarship.

2005-2006 Santa Barbara County Bar Foundation

Paper Prize Award Recipients 

First Prize 

Second Prize 

Third Prize 
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Editor’s Note

 This note places a capstone on a year replete with progress and 
accomplishment. Our enterprise has produced a publication that will provoke 
debate, challenge academic discourse, and mark our place in the Journal’s 
continuing legacy. Volume V’s articles explore rape shield statutes, the European 
Union Constitution, North American environmental policy, the defi nition 
of  family, the federal restriction of  civil liberties, the religious oppression of  
women, and the stigma attached to mental illness. Our goal was to provide 
a forum for undergraduate scholarship on a national level; the diversity and 
excellence of  these articles proves the value and potential of  this endeavor. 
 Our Journal’s innovation in the fi eld of  Law & Society continues to 
spark interest and draw subscriptions from law schools around the country. As 
our readership expands from law libraries such as Yale, Stanford, NYU, Cornell, 
and Berkeley (Boalt Hall) to law schools such as Northwestern, our reach and 
infl uence grows. This success renews our commitment – and intensifi es our 
responsibility – to cultivate noteworthy authorship. 
 As an undergraduate publication, the Journal experiences a constant ebb 
and fl ow of  editors, ideas, and styles. Over the past fi ve years, the Journal has 
witnessed its share of  extraordinary Editorial Boards; marking the anniversary 
of  our fi fth volume and drawing from the lessons of  the past, we hope our 
year can act as a valuable foundation for the next fi ve. Our contribution to 
this legacy has been marked by a concerted effort to solidify our relationship 
with the Santa Barbara legal community, create new networks of  fundraising 
within our university, and further streamline our editorial process. This mark, 
this contribution we leave, would not have been possible without the constant 
and personal support of  the Santa Barbara County Bar Foundation. 
 Lastly, and most importantly, to the Editorial Board: Your work and 
dedication has surpassed our every expectation. Beyond consistently meeting 
our rigorous demands, you have contributed to the Journal in ways we could 
not have imagined, adding your own insight and style to every aspect of  this 
project. It has been both a challenge and an inspiration to keep up with your 
vision. We extend our most heartfelt thanks to you for making this year truly 
remarkable.  
 With the utmost pride, we present to you Volume V of  the Law and 
Society Journal at UCSB. 

Michael Bean               Clara Duong 
Editors-in-Chief




